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mating the dire significance of copyholds for lives and the uncer- 
tainty of fines. He adds sixty to Professor Savine's eighty-two 
manors. He goes farther and gives a few instances of the consider- 
able increase of fines during the century. Above all, he interprets 
admirably the relation of this to the economic movements of the 
century. It was one of the important methods by which the land- 
lords recouped themselves for the loss of income due to the de- 
preciation of the fixed customary rents in the price revolution 
of the century. 

A chapter on the attitude of the state toward the agrarian 
situation brings to a close this eminently sane and readable book. 

H. L. Gray. 

Harvard University. 
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If X township in Minnesota is representative of rural America 
it indicates a one-sidedness, by no means pleasing, in our national 
development. On the purely economic side appears the prosperity 
so prevalent in the Mississippi Valley. The tendencies of farm 
organization have been those even more widely known in much of 
Europe as well as America — especially a decline in grain raising 
and an increase both in the number of cattle, chiefly of milch- 
cows, and their value per head. The roads are not exceptionally 
bad; there are successful farmers' creameries, and elevators, and 
mutual insurance; the credit situation is satisfactory. But the 
intellectual life is palpably deficient. The growth of agricultural 



